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1. 1. 

&    

MY  PARTNERSHIP  COMMITMENT 

 

Signature:   

 

Name:     

 

Address:        

      

Ph:     Date:   

 

E-Mail       

 

Elder or pastorõs name & signature:        

10. 

3. I will serve the ministry of my church by: 

Discovering my gifts and talents 

Using them in the church to build up the body  

Helping with other jobs as needed 

 

òServe one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you.ó 1 Peter 4:10  

 

ò(God) gaveé some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare Godõs people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.ó Ephesians 4:11-12 

 

òEach of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Whoé (took on) the 

very nature of a servant.ó  Philippians 2:3-4,7 

 

4. I will support the testimony of my church by: 

Attending faithfully  

Pursuing a godly lifestyle 

Becoming a regular financial giver 

 

òLet us not give up meeting togetheré but let us encourage one another.ó  

Hebrews 10:25 

 

òWhatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of 

Christ.ó  Philippians 1:27 

 

òEach of should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ó 2 Corinthians 9:7 



Your Partnership Commitment 

Having received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour, having been  

baptised and being in agreement with Shoreõs purpose and doctrine, I 

am now ready to become a partner of Shore Community Christian 

Church. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other partners 

here at Shore to do the following:  

 

1. I will protect the unity of my church by: 

Acting in love toward others  

Refusing to gossip 

Submitting to the church leadership 

Pursuing community through a Life Group if possible 

 

òSo let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of 

our fellowship together.ó Romans 14:19. 

 

òNow that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere 

love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.ó 1 Peter 1:22. 

 

òDo not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is     

helpful for building one another up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 

who listen.ó Ephesians 4:29 

 

òObey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men 

who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 

for that would be of no advantage to you.ó Hebrews 13:17 

 

2. I will share the responsibility of my church by: 

Praying for growth and effective ministry  

Inviting non -Christians to attend 

Warmly welcoming all who attend and looking out for visitors  

 

òTo the church...We always thank God for all of you mentioning you in our prayers.ó 

1 Thessalonians 1:1,2. 

 

òThen he told his servant, go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come 

in, so that my house will be full.ó  Luke 14:23. 

 

òSo, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has welcomed you, 

then God will be glorified.ó Romans 15:7. 

9. 

What is partnership? 
 

Becoming a partner at Shore is a commitment to become òpart of the 

teamó here and to partner with us in fulfilling our vision to help people 

discover Jesus Christ and become fully-devoted followers of Him . 

In return, itõs our commitment as a church to support, encourage and 

invest in you as part of our family.  

 

A partner at Shore is a person who has decided to òdrop anchoró and 

make Shore their church home. Theyõve chosen to move from being a 

consumer of church to being a producer, someone who is invested in 

Shoreõs mission and committed to helping move it forward. 

 

Our partners are our core team. Thatõs why partnership is the gateway 

into most ministry involvement at Shore, and the pool from which our  

ministry leaders are selected and developed. Partners are people we 

know we can count on, and who know they can count on us.  

 

To be a partner at Shore means: 

1. Being aligned with our purpose, values and core doctrine.  

2. Being committed to using the resources God has given you, such as 

time, talents and finances, to help strengthen and grow Shore.  

3. Being committed to upholding the unity of the body by building 

others up and pursuing authentic community.   

4. Being committed to growing in spiritual maturity.  

 

The term òpartnershipó is the same as what we used to call 

òmembership.ó We decided to change the terminology because partner-

ship better reflects the commitment involved. Membership has a sense of 

being part of a club in order to receive benefits as a consequence of be-

longing. Partnership captures the idea of personally participating and 

contributing to a mission, which is what partnership at Shore is all about. 

 

  

 

2. 



Why have a partnership process? 
 

Itôs good for you...  

 

With a pervasive consumer mentality among Christians today, 

it is beneficial to go through an observable process of making a 

definite commitment to belong and commit to a local church. 

Partnership brings you to a conscious point of decision in re-

gard to your commitment to Shore and leads you to put a 

stake in the ground in terms of your investment and involve-

ment. Without an outward decision, this can remain an elusive 

and vague commitment, even with the best of intentions. 

 

Partnership also enables you to make an informed commitment 

to Shore, by reflecting on our vision, values and doctrine. And 

it gives you the opportunity to vote on issues when required by 

Shoreõs constitution (for example the appointment of elders). 

 

Itôs good for Shore... 

 

Partnership allows Shoreõs leaders to know at a glance who our 

committed core team are, those whom we can trust in         

positions of responsibility and authority. The partnership    

process also gives us an opportu-

nity to talk with people about 

our vision, values, doctrine, to 

make sure we are on the same 

page.  

 

What we can achieve together is 

infinitely greater than what we 

can achieve on our own. Partner-

ship allows a pooling of our   

resources and energy toward a common goal, giving us unity in 

vision and purpose.  

 

 

3. 

Our core doctrine 

The sole basis of our belief is the Bible, comprising the sixty-six books of 

the Old and New Testaments. The Bible was given through the inspiration of 

God, who used men to pen His words. Therefore, the Bible is the final        

authority in matters of faith and practice for the believer in Jesus Christ and  

for His Church. 

 

There is only one true, holy and just God, eternally existing in three  

persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. He is all powerful, all  

knowing and has set in place a plan to save those who trust in His Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. He came to earth, became flesh and 

was completely God and man. Jesus died upon a cross to bring salvation and 

forgiveness of sins to those who choose to follow Him. He arose from the 

grave and is alive and working in His kingdom, the Church. Jesus will come  

to earth again to bring judgement. 

 

The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father following Jesusõ return to Heaven. 

The Holy Spirit is here to convict men and womenõs hearts of sin and to  

provide guidance, assurance, comfort and wisdom to those who believe. Love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self  

control are outward signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5) 

 

The central purpose of Godôs revelation through Scripture is to call  

people into fellowship with Himself. This is made possible through the  

death of Jesus, and His being raised again to life. The free gift of salvation  

is found in Jesus Christ alone. Godõs Word gives the following instruction to 

those accepting Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord: 

 

    Acknowledge you are a sinner and in need of a Saviour. 

 (Romans 3:23, Act 2:37-38, Ephesians 2:1-3) 

    Believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the only way for salvation. 

 (1 Peter 3:18, Colossians 1:19-20, Ephesians 2:4-9, Mark 16:16) 

    Confess that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead. 

 (Matthew 10:32, Luke 12:8, Romans 10:9-10) 

    Turn from your sin and embrace Godõs way for your life. 

 (Luke 3:8, Acts 2:38, 3:19, Romans 6:1-2, 2 Corinthians 7:10) 

    Be baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 (Romans 6:3-10, Colossians 2:11-12, Acts 2:38, 22:16) 

 

All those who continue to live by faith under the Lordship of Jesus Christ 

can be assured of their Salvation and the promise of eternal life with God. 

8. 



7. 

Our leadership 
 

Elders: 

Shoreõs elders are volunteer leaders who provide spiritual oversight and 

direction for the church.  They are responsible for guarding the vision,  

values and doctrine of Shore Community Christian Church, and have  

ultimate decision-making authority.  

 
Staff:  

The ministry staff are employed by the elders to advance key areas of 

ministry in the church and equip people at Shore for ministry. 

Our History  
 

It all began in 1997 when a small group of people, led by Jeff Vines, be-

gan meeting in a North Shore conference room to worship together, 

pray and learn from God's Word.  As numbers grew, Shore Community 

Christian Church was launched on April 5, 1998 in the Kristen School 

Auditorium.  

 

From its earliest days, Shore has had an unshakable focus on reaching out 

to those who don't know Jesus Christ with the message of His grace.  Its 

contemporary and relevant style, coupled with solid Bible-teaching, has 

drawn people looking for quality Bible teaching that connects with life.  

 

A church television ministry (ShoreOnAir) began in 2001, broadcasting a 

weekly half-hour programme on Prime Television (currently running at 

8:30am on Sunday).  Many people have been drawn to Shore through 

this programme and around 20,000 people now watch it throughout the 

country. In some areas of New Zealand, where there are few healthy lo-

cal churches, groups meet to watch the programme together.  

 

Shore now meets in Albany Junior High School and has around 320 

regular attendees, with three full-time and three part-time staff. The 

church runs a range of ministries, including community outreach pro-

grammes, life groups (home groups), menõs and womenõs ministries, 

teaching courses, youth events and childrenõs programmes, all designed 

to help people discover Jesus Christ and become fully-devoted followers 

of him.  

Who can become a partner at Shore? 
 

There are two criteria for partnership at Shore: 

 

You are a Christian. This means you have accepted Jesusõ     

sacrifice for your sin and given your life to Him as your Saviour 

and Lord.  

 

You have been baptised. This means being immersed as a     

believer, in connection with your own faith commitment.  
 

If you are not yet a Christian, or have not yet been baptised, 

but would like to be, please contact our church office.  

 How do I become a partner? 
 

If youõre reading this booklet, youõve already taken the first 

step! Keep reading, and think through Shoreõs purpose, values 

and doctrine, and the partnership commitments on p10-11. If, 

having read these, you are ready to join the team (and youõve 

gone through the steps under òWho can become a partneró 

above) then contact the church office and tell them youõre keen 

to become a partner. Donõt fill the partnership form on p11 out 

just yet. 

 

One of Shoreõs elders or pastors will then get in touch with you 

and arrange a time to meet. This is simply an opportunity to 

chat about your partnership commitment and answer any ques-

tions you may have. You can then complete the partnership 

commitment on p9 -10 and give the signed slip to the person 

you meet with.  

 

Your completed form will be taken to a subsequent meeting of 

the elders where new partners are approved. Following your 

approval, you will receive a letter from the church letting you 

know that youõre part of the team! 
4. 



5. 

Our purpose 
 

"Helping people discover Jesus Christ and become fully-

devoted followers of Him."  

 

 

What this means... 
 
 

Making DisciplesðA church that helps people discover Jesus in 
these ways... 

 

¶ Personalñhelping those in our own personal sphere of 

influence move toward faith in Christ.  

¶ Localñreaching our local community with the love and 

good news of Jesus 

¶ Nationalñreaching our nation through ShoreOnAir and 

supporting national missions 

¶ Internationalñhelping take the gospel to international 

mission-fields 

 

 

Becoming disciplesðA church that helps people become fully-
devoted followers of Christ by... 

 

¶ Deepeningñhelping each other develop greater intimacy 

with God, internalising and living out of his grace.  

¶ Growingñequipping and encouraging one another to-

ward greater spiritual maturity.  

¶ Connectingñbuilding authentic relationships with others 

in the Body of Christ. 

¶ Investingñgiving our resources (time, effort, money) to 

help strengthen the church in its mission to the world. 

¶ Reachingñactively helping others move toward faith in 

Christ through those steps mentioned under òmaking dis-

ciples.ó  

  
6. 

Our values 
 

 

People who donõt know Jesus Christ matter to God, so they 

should matter to us. 

p 

  The Word of God is our primary authority, so biblical 

teaching and personal Bible intake are vital for transforma-

tion in the lives of individuals.  

y 

Life-change happens best in the context of relationships. 

t 

Church should be culturally relevant while remaining biblically 

sound. 

{ 

Followers of Jesus should pursue a life of obedience to him, 

striving to develop a Christ-like character. 

x 

The church functions best when everyone works together, 

each person using their God-given gifts and abilities in an 

area of service. 

u 

Doing things to the best of our ability honours God and     

inspires people. 

q 

Church should be a unified community, made up of loving, 

authentic relationships. 

 

 

 

 


